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Part Four

‘.’ HAVE nol willingly planted a
thoern In any man's hosom."
None could say 80 more truth-
fully than Abrabham Lincoln,
This, together with having preserved
the Union and freed the slaves, was
his greatest glory., For a thousand
times, when the power to strike was
his and the Inecentive for revenge
would have Nlled the hosoms of maost
other men with devouring flames of
wriath, he meekly forbore, and, in
Heu of chastisement, contented hime-
self with administering good-natured,
Kindly adviee to the offenders
An iMustration ol this was his treat-
ment of Clepent 1. Vallandigham,
who had made n violent anti-draft
gpeech and whose mprisonment sen-
tence Lincoln commuted to transpor=

tation Dbeyond the military  lines.
Other acts of detlance by friends of
Vallandigham on the refusal of the
Presldent to muake effective in his

behalf the writ of habeas corpus in
an area under martial Jaw  elicited

only this characteristic responge
“Must I shoot the simple-minded
soldier boy who deserts, while T must

not touch a hair of a wily agitutor
who induces him to desert?
*®

Linctoln had even offered to relense
Vallandigham, who naa be
nated for Governor of Ohio, if the
friends who interceded for him would

n noml-

slgn a declaration that there was
state of rebellion and that an army
and navy were constitutional means
to suppress it. This they refused to
do. Thelr contumacy and the Presi-
dent's generosity caused a revulsion
of feeling In Ohto, and Vallandigham,
who had first been regarded as a sort
of martyr, was defeated at the polls
by an ovebwhelming majority
Prohibitionists have cspeeinl reason
to celebrate Lincoln's birthday anni-
varsary this Year, whereln they have
scored the double victory of lHquor
drougiht both by constitutional amend-
ment and as a military measure. Lin-
coln was n teetotaleg One of the
first uses he made of his ability to
wrlte as a boy was (o prepare an ar-
gument for temperance This was
printed In ay Indiana newspaper. To
a member of Cong
In his forty-fifth 3

*88 he snid In 1853,

“I 'do not in theory, but T do in fact,
belong to the temperance society, In
this, to wit, that 1 do not drink any-
thing, and have ot done so for very
many vears

To the committee appointed by the
republican national convention at
Chicago, May 16, 185680, to announce
formally to Lincoln at his home In
Springfleld, 111, his nomination for
the presidency, he suld

“"Gentlemen, we must pled
mutual healths In the most healthy
beverage which iod has given to
man, It is Lhe only beverage T have
ever used or allowed in my family,
and T cannot consclentiously depart
from It on the present occasion.”

Appropriate lHkewise is the celebra-
tlon of hig natal! anniversary at a
time when the grent peace conference
is sltting to devise means for a league
of all nations and the insuring of
freedom to all mankind. Union and
freedom were t(he guiding stars In
Lincoln's life. ¥or this reason he
made the Constitution of the United
Statea his chart and the Declaration
of Independence his compass from the
time he was firat able to comprehend
their meaning.

In a speech In 1858, when he was
ranning for the United Stales Senate
against Stephen A. Douglas, ths

democratic candidate, he sald;
»
w® N

“This (the Declaration of Independ-
ence) was thelr lofty and noble and
wise understanding of the justice of
the Creator to His creatures—to all
Hia creatures, to the whole great
family of man. In their enllghtened
bellef nothing stamped with the di-
viné Image was sent into the world to
ba trodden on and degraded and Ime«
bruted by ita fellows, They grasped
not only the whole race of men then
living, but they reached forward and
selzed upon the remolest posterity,
* * & Ho that no man should here-
after dare to limlt and clroumseribe
the great priveiples upon which the
temple of liberty was bullt.”

And agaln, years afterward, when
Gen, Lee had beean defeanted at Gets
tysburg In July, 1868, and in Novem-
ber that battlefleld was dedicated ax a
soldlers’ cometery, Lincoln said:

“Fourscore and savey yoars ago our

e our
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fathers brought forth on this contl-
nent a new nation, conceived in lib-
erty and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal, Now
we are engaged in a great civil war,
testing whether that natien, or any
nation go concelved and so dedicated,
can long endure,

“Wea are met on a great battiefeld
of that war. We have come to dedi-
cate o portion of that fleld as a floal
resting place for those who here gave
thelr lives that that nation might live
It s altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this,

“But In a large sense we cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
eannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, whe glruggiced
here have consecrated it far above
our poor power to add or detract, The
world will Hittle nete nor long remem-
ter what we say here, bul 1L can
never forget what they did here

"1t s for us, the living, rather to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they who fought here have thus
far wo nobly advanced It 12 rather
for us to be here dediented to the
great task remalning before us—that
from these honored dead we take in-
erensed devotion (o that cause for
which they gave the last full measure
of devotion—that we here highly. re-
solve that these dead shall not have
died In valn; that ihis nation. under
God, shall have a new birth of free-

dom, and that government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people shall
not perish from the earth.”

In this noble speech Lincoln was
mistaken only in his hellel that the
world would “little note nor long re-

member what he said on that ocen-
glon.
*
* %
School teachers had but little to do
with Lincoln's training All told he
attended school less than a vear In all

his life. And yet manv of his speeches
are ranked ag among (he most treas
ured classies of our langunge, nnd be
neath o letter of his, proserved in one

of the colleges ot Oxford, the authori-

ties of that institution have appended

the commend “One of the purest
gpecimen of pure IPnglish extan!
Tha letter in as follow

sponr Madam: T have been shown |
the files of the War Department s
statement of the adjutant general of
Maseachopselis that you nre the motl
er of five sons who have died gl
ously on the feld of battie, 1 feel how
woenk and frultless must he any word
of mine which should nt npt Lo hes
pulla you from the grief of a loss so
ovorw hieiming Bul ! cannotl refrain
from tendering to you the consolatior

that may be found In the thanks of
the republe they divd to save. 1 pray
that the Meavenly Pather may ns
sBuage the angulsh of
ment and leave you or
memory of the loved and loxt, and the

our berenye-

the cheriahed

have Inid go cosily a =acrifice upon the

And of his second innugural address,

g0 completely excluded

shall have borne the batile and for
his widow and hig orphans, to do all
which may achieve and cherish a just
and lasting peace among ourselves
with all nations.”

Many have a=ked the qhestion how
one  who  had  received no  more
schooling than could be erowded into
less than a year could attain to such
high excellence in oratory and literas«
ture

He needed no teacher other thad
the ingpiring light of his own genius,
which showed him how to make the
most fruitful use of whatever hooks
chance brought to  his hand. Hig
mother, Noancy Hanhks, a woman of
far higher intellectuality than is or=
dinarily found in the lowly sphere
in. which the Linecoln family moved,
tivught him to foru the letters of the
alphabicl. Much bevond thigs her store
of learning did not go: but it sufficed
In Abraham’'s case to unlock to him
the treasures of the Bible, .\i-:*su[l'ﬁ
Fableg, Robinson Crusce, Pilgrim's
a4, History of the United
States and Weems' Lile of Washing-

Progr

His frst reading of these volumes
was prompted by curiosity to know
the “stories” they contained. They
el young Abraham’s mind
that he wanted to tell the whole
world about the interesting things ha
had “digscovered,” e found It hard
to express himself in as interesting a

g0 hgn

matner as the authors had expressed
themselves to him; o he went at the
books agaln and again, rereading
them until he had well-uigh commit=
ted them to memory

Not only that; like the ancient
Gireek Demosthenes, the greatest of
all orators, who transeribed Thucy-
dides’ many-volumed history, Lin=
coln, too, transcribed a great deal of
what he read. Judging from results
it will not be amiss, for the benefit of
ambitions yvoungsters of today, to out-
line just about how this young em=
‘nt procecded In his
rnering the
wealth of thought which he found in

bryoanic Presh

self-imposed task of g

the books.

He would read a parvagraph, then
think it over, and, after having mass
tered the jdeas contnined in it, he
would write down these ideus in his
own words, Then he would go on to
the next paragraph and repeat this
operation, and so on and on, until ha
felt he had done enough mental hars
vesting for the day

Many a word which the hoy en-
countered in his readings was, of
course, unintelligible to him He had,
no unabridged dictionary in those
early yvears of his life to aid him in
getting at their meaning, their devi-
vation or thelr pronunciation, and so
he wasg left to get, from the context,
such meaning of these words as “com-
mion  Senst suggested. But, if the
correct usage of words In the writ=

Ings of his mature veuars jg any oris

terion, he mpust have done what olher
great mindsg have done and will ever
continue te Jdo in such a4 contingency,
mnamels Jotted down upon a piece

paper every word of unfamiliar -
port and elther looked up its defini-
tion af soon as opportunity offered,
or el2e aszked somebody qualifed to
know to tell nim s meaning And ny

thereafter as possible he wonld

v these words either in his cone

N v Hlanks Jane Hedd In 1818,
wl \ Vo WaK nine vears old,
A vear or Yo later his father, Thomus
Linecoh muiriced ngam, this time »
w idow Mrs Sally Bush Johnston,
who had bes his o belfore he had
mat Naney Hanks, Fortunately, the

eprather proved ) ¢ hindbearied
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